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A NEW paper argues that young Australians are the main losers in the competition for employment 
by migrant workers. 
The paper to be released today by Monash University demographers Bob Birrell and Ernest Healy will 
argue that the major parties are ignoring the big rise in youth joblessness. 

Dr Birrell and Dr Healy say the permanent-entry migration program was set at the record high level of 
214,000 in 2012-13 and is encouraging temporary migrants to work in Australia in unprecedented numbers. 

“There are almost no caps on the number of visas issued in these temporary-visa sub-classes. However, the 
desperation of people in job-scarce countries to access Australia’s labour market is enormous. One key 
illustration of the outcome is that the number of WHM (working holiday maker) visas issued has grown 
from 185,480 in 2010-11 to 249,231 in 2012-13.” 

They argue that as of March this year, there were 1.1 million temporary visa holders (not counting New 
Zealanders) in Australia, most of whom held work rights. In the year to May, there was an increase of 
168,000 recently arrived overseas-born migrants aged 15-plus in Australia. Of these, 108,200 were 
employed. This is almost as large as the 126,000 increase in employment in that year, they reveal. 

“It is young local workers who are the main losers in the competition for employment. This is especially 
the case for those without post-school education, who are seeking less skilled, entry-level jobs,” they say. 

About 250,000 people leave school and enter the workforce each year. This is about the same number of 
WHM visas issued in 2012-13. All these WHMs are aged 30 or less. They include a new breed of WHM, 
primarily looking for work rather than a holiday supplemented by work. 

The result is high joblessness among locals aged 15-24 (14.5 per cent for 15 to 19-year-olds and 9.5 per 
cent for 20 to 24-year-olds). 

“Not a word is being heard about these issues from the major political parties. The Coalition . . . is not 
responsible. But it is proposing to make the situation much worse by extending work rights to overseas 
students who complete vocational training courses.” 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/

	Locals lose to migrants in the battle for jobs

