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THE South Australian Greens are supporting a micro-party that wants families to be limited to having only two 
children. 

The Greens have given their first preferences at next Saturday’s state election to the Stop Population Growth Now party, 
despite comments by the micro-party that the Greens’ policy is “disappointing and reads more like an apology”. 

Stop Population Growth Now has a central policy to “strongly discourage families of more than two children, while 
continuing to welcome one or two-child families”. It also promotes the Reduce Immigration organisation. 

The South Australian Greens’ policy also appears at odds with that of the federal Greens, which states that “an Australian 
population policy must consider the geographical distribution of human settlements rather than just concentrate upon 
population size”. 

But the state Greens say “part of reducing our ecological footprint requires reducing the rate of population growth”. 

“The Greens will aim to stabilise South Australia’s population within a generation,” its policy platform says. 

Mark Parnell, an upper house MP and leader of the Greens in South Australia, said “zero population growth on this planet is 
absolutely inevitable”. He said he did not agree with federal initiatives for couples to have more than two children. 

“We’d prefer that government policy wasn’t aimed at population growth.” 

He acknowledged that the state policy on population growth was different from that of the federal Greens and other states. 

Mr Parnell said it was not up to the Greens to say how its policy would be achieved. 

“What we’re saying is that stabilising population growth needs to be a statewide target. 

“It’s not up to the Greens or anyone else to say, ‘here is the policy’. We don’t want more people, we want to stabilise the 
population.” 

 


