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What do candidates in the Griffith by-election votes think about immigration? 
 
A survey report by the Reduce Immigration team, 1 February 2014 
www.reduceimmigration.wordpress.com reduceimmigration@hotmail.com 
 

 

During January 2014, the Reduce Immigration team contacted each of the candidates in the 
Griffith by-election by email to seek their views on Australia’s immigration numbers.  

Our blog-post on 1 February 2014 explains the context: http://wp.me/p3IxUM-fY  

The questions we asked were: 

1. What are your views on immigration numbers? 

2. Will you help promote the "REDUCE IMMIGRATION" write-on campaign during the 
lead-up to the by-election?  

3. Do you have any comments, suggestions or requests relating to these matters? 

Of the 11 candidates, we received no response from five and a mixture of unenlightening 
and guarded responses from the remaining six.  

Here in chronological order are the unedited “responses” we received: 

 
 

Travis Windsor (Independent) 
 
Well lets figure out what the number should be, rather than taking conflicting views. If it is 
organised, will it put less stress on the system and could it actually be a good thing or maybe 
the opposite. We need to calm everything down. I would take a neutral approach and look 
for a bi partisan support. I think it’s important that everyone’s voice is heard, no matter how 
mainstream or out of step it is seen to be. Because we are all equal. We are all good people 
and we just want the best to happen. 

This ambiguous, but I see issues as problems needing to be solved. When we can do that 
successfully on a few things, I think it will be contagious, and I would like to be around when 
that happens. 

Good on you guys for having an opinion. 

 

We replied: 

Thanks, Travis, for your prompt response.  

Regarding numbers, the Abbott government hasn't yet defined its own targets. The 
planned intake for 2013-14 was set by the Gillard government at 214,000. Back in 
2010, Abbott pledged "no more than 170,000 per year" but we fear he may go much 
higher in light of his commitment to a Big Australia. 
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We agree that solving problems is important. Our concern is that the effect of high 
levels of immigration is long-term, and escapes the attention-span of politicians who 
are locked into 3 or 4-year campaign cycles. The financial 
(http://tinyurl.com/nc7xqzu) as well as non-economic costs of immigration 
(http://tinyurl.com/qftz99a) impact on the future of all who have invested in this 
nation. (The links are to research from the UK, but it's broadly applicable here as 
well.)  

Let us know if you have further thoughts or comments! 

The Reduce Immigration team 

 

Mr Windsor responded further, as follows: 

If we don’t includes everyone view, we can’t end up with a win/win situation 

Labor Vs Liberal is divisive. The system is not working. We need to work 
together. I don’t care what side of politics they are on, I deal with individuals 
as humans and work towards outcomes. 

If you contribute to an outcome, you own it and will support it. 

It works, we should try it. 

We have nothing to lose and everything to gain. 

 
 

Karel Boele (Independent) 
 
Dear Reduce Immigration, 

Thankyou very much for the email.  

There is a difference between asylum seekers, legal immigrants and illegal immigrants. 
Asylum seekers come to Australia without an initial visa seeking protection, legal immigrants 
come with a visa under a controlled Government program and illegal immigrants are others. 
Correct me if I am wrong compared to history and other comparable countries the number of 
asylum seekers we accept is small. Immigration programs, particularly large ones, need to 
take consideration of the environmental impacts, support the social and cultural needs.  

Karel 

 

We replied: 

Hi Karel, 

Many thanks for your response. 
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Australia’s current immigration targets for 2013-14 are revealed in the Department of 
Immigration and Border Control’s Fact Sheet 20 – Migration Program Planning 
Levels (http://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/20planning.htm). The planned 
intake is defined there as being 214,000, including 24,000 under the Humanitarian 
program which incorporates refugees / asylum seekers. We understand that these 
figures are a legacy of the Gillard (Labor) government’s decision-making. It is not yet 
clear what future intakes are being planned by the Abbot (Coalition) government. 

Our campaign is against high immigration overall. We are not against immigration per 
se, or against people who seek asylum through the legal channels. 

We are very glad to hear of your commitment to "take consideration of the 
environmental impacts, support the social and cultural needs". 

Please let us know if you have any additional comments on this topic! 

Sincerely, 

The Reduce Immigration team. 

We received no reply to this message... 

 
 

Christopher Williams (Family First Party) 
 
Thanks for your questions, 

Family First has a broad range of sensible and balanced policies, and that is how we 
approach immigration. 

We value and cherish Australian culture, its roots and our heritage.  We believe 
multiculturalism is a good thing which can be taken too far, as at its most extreme extent, it 
must logically have a diluting effect on the host culture.  Exactly where this number and 
percentage lies is not a simple question to answer, but we agree that half the solution is 
recognising their are in facts limits to the many positive aspects of immigration. 

We distinguish between a multi-ethnic culture, in which we believe no ethnicity is 
unwelcome.  It is untrue to say that all cultures are equal, as clearly there are many barbaric, 
hateful practices which are rightly illegal in Australia (paedophilia, forced marriages, 
polygamy, female genital mutilation etc) and have no place in our culture.  We value freedom 
of speech, and observe it is becoming prosecutable to offend someone, which may 
unfortunately arise from critical analysis of any cultural aspect an individual may choose to 
associate with their identity - without intention or accurate interpretation of the original 
speech.  We are aware that this regression of the public value of debate is a negative aspect 
of our culture, proving we do not believe in some kind of inherent cultural superiority.  We 
must all remain open to improvements and arguments and ideas, once logically convinced of 
their merits. 

As to writing messages on ballot papers, we can neither condone nor condemn such 
actions, as it honestly does not fall high enough on the priority list of strategies we consider 
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effective or credible - but as long as you are convinced of its legality and efficacy, wish you 
all the best in your unique participation in our wonderful democracy. 

David Pellowe 
Family First Party Queensland. 

 

Mr Timothy Lawrence (Stable Population Party) 
 
Dear RI 

The SPP won’t be participating in the RI survey or program. 

Kind regards 

Population Party 

 
 

Geoff Ebbs (The Greens) 
 
Hello Reduce Immigration Team, 

Thank you for offering me the opportunity but I have decided not to participate in your 
survey. 

May you find peace. 

Geoff 

 
 

Bill Glasson (Liberal National Party of Queensland) 
 
Hi 

Thank you for your interest in Bill's campaign. However, it is not our intention to participate in 
your survey. 

Thanks & Regards 

Bill Glasson Campaign Team 

 
 
We received no response at all from the following candidates.  
Make what you will of this.... 
 

Anthony Ackroyd (Bullet Train For Australia) 
 
Anne Reid (Secular Party of Australia) 
 
Terri Butler (Australian Labor Party (State of Queensland)) 
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Melanie Thomas (Pirate Party Australia) 
 
Ray Sawyer (Katter's Australian Party) 


