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As plans are being developed to guide metropolitan 
Melbourne’s growth from its current population of four million 
to six million by the early 2030s, the Shire’s challenge is to 
continue to be ‘near to but not part of Melbourne and its 
accelerating growth’.
Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Councillor Lynn Bowden said the next 
20 – 30 years will be one of the most challenging periods in the history of the 
Mornington Peninsula.

“The Mornington Peninsula Shire is not – and does not want to be – a growth 
municipality.

“We are a special and unique place, with challenges and opportunities that 
are different to metropolitan Melbourne, and as such, the state government 
made a commitment to develop a local Mornington Peninsula Planning 
Statement to complement the Metropolitan Planning Strategy. The Planning 
Statement will reinforce and enhance the planning controls which protect the 
peninsula, emphasising the state government’s commitment to the peninsula 
as a special place,” she said.

The statement will provide stronger direction to all planning agencies 
including VCAT and will reinforce and enhance existing protections such as 
the urban growth boundary and Green Wedge zone provisions. 

It will emphasise the distinct and complementary role of the peninsula, and 
will aim to maintain the delicate balance of land use that has economic, 
social and environmental benefits to both the local community and the wider 
population of Melbourne.

“Around 12 months ago the Shire commenced an engagement program to 
talk to our community about what they love about the towns in which they 
live, and the peninsula as a whole, as well as the concerns they have for the 
future. The Plan Peninsula program involved more than 15 local community 
meetings as well as a range of other consultations.

“Our community was talking to us about population growth, traffic and 
transport, use of the coast and environmental protection, employment and 
business, township character and green wedge and rural land use to name a 
few of the important issues.

“Council has gathered the feedback and information received from our 
community for the formulation of its submission to the state government 
to consider as it develops the Metropolitan Planning Strategy and the 
complementary locally-focused Mornington Peninsula Planning Statement. 
Council will urge the state government to ensure that the Planning Statement 
is effectively implemented and given the highest possible status in the 
planning system.

“Thank you to everyone who has been involved in the process - we look 
forward to keeping our community informed of the state government’s 
release of the Metropolitan Planning Strategy and the local Mornington 
Peninsula Planning Statement, and how these planning documents will help 
shape the future for the peninsula,” said Cr Bowden.

PLAN MELBOURNE

Since October 2011 the Victorian Government has been talking with the 
community about setting strategic directions for the future of metropolitan 
Melbourne, as the population is expected to grow from 4.5 million to 6 million 
or more over the next 30 years.

Councillors and Shire officers have engaged with the state government at all 
levels in relation to the development of the new Metropolitan Planning Strategy, 
particularly to ensure a shared understanding of the relationship between 
metropolitan planning objectives and the role of the Mornington Peninsula.

The Metropolitan Planning Strategy will set a vision for Melbourne to the 
year 2050 and, together with eight regional growth plans that will cover the 
balance of Victoria, providing a state-wide blueprint for managing growth and 
development.

Cr Bowden said “the Mornington Peninsula is critical in many ways to the 
future sustainability, liveability and prosperity of the Melbourne region and 
Council’s submissions have continued to emphasise the need for continuing 
recognition and protection of the peninsula’s special roles and values”.

The Draft Metropolitan Planning Strategy is expected to be released soon by 
the state government.

STAY IN THE LOOP…

The state government has indicated that there will be an opportunity to make 
comments on the Draft Metropolitan Planning Strategy, and community and 
stakeholder events will be held across the city before the end of the year. For 
more information visit: www.planmelbourne.vic.gov.au

Mornington Peninsula Shire is committed to keeping our community informed 
at a local level.

The Shire plans to host community information sessions about the 
Metropolitan Planning Strategy when it is released by the state government. 
Dates for local community information sessions will be posted on the shire 
website.

PROTECTING THE PENINSULA

Budget: have your say
Council is interested in obtaining your views for the development of next 
year’s Annual Budget. 

Go to www.mornpen.vic.gov.au under your say to complete the survey.

Enquiries: 1300 850 600, 5950 1000.

Shire’s Annual Report - now available
The Shire’s Annual Report 2012-13 is now available. The Annual Report 
covers the Shire’s achievements across the financial year and outlines key 
projects, initiatives, services and programs the Shire has provided over the 
past year. 

To get your copy, please visit the Shire’s website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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